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is so great, I would value an assurance that the meaning given
to the Bill by the Mercury is not the meaning Government attach
to the Bill.1
[/ km, <fc,]
M. K, gandhi
Indian Opinion, 1-7-1
333. LETTER TO RAOJIBHAI PATEL
cape town,
Satordy [June 13, 1914\
DEAR SHRI RAOJIBHAIj
I got your letter so late today that I am in no position to
write to you by today's post or even send a telegram. I shall
now send a telegram only on Monday.
Where it is a question of a mother's love or a son's affection,
it is something of a moral dilemma for a third party to offer
advice. But offer it I must. When you took the decision you did
on the strength of your father's letter, we were able to judge your
mother's feelings. Her letter does not introduce any new fac-
tor. It has given rise, however, to a new concern, and love has
naturally gained the first place in your heart. If now you can take
a decision, with a mind free from selfish attachment, your love can
be transformed into a pure and divine thing. You can give it to
the entire world, that is, strive to do so. That is the end to which
one must love and serve one's mother. Any other form of love
is of an earthly character, such as is common in the world, a
removed, the privilege of remaining in the country will be taken away from
Indians and the only alternative left for them will be either to re-indenture
or return to India. It had also pointed out that under the Immigrants Regula-
tion Act the minister had power to declare all Asiatics "prohibited immigrants"
on economic grounds and thus to deport ex-indentured Indians.
1 On June 22, Gorges replied: "General Smuts desires me to say that
it is perfectly clear from the report of the Commission that it was never
intended that, by the repeal of the provisions of the existing laws dealing with
tiae £3 licence* the position of the ex-indentured immigrant would be preju-
dicially affected in some other way; and Had there been the slightest doubt on
the subject, he is sure that the Commission—consisting as it did of three emi-
nent lawyers—would certainly have drawn attention to it The Minister himself
is quite satisfied that the effect of the Bill as it now stands would aot be to bring
into evidence the position which the Mercur? and Afric&t Ghmck would have us
be created."

